By Michael J Brethour of The Shield Media Group.

Belleville - The annual Belleville Bearcat hockey tournament drew over 50 teams to the Quinte area to compete at four different arenas this past weekend.

Teams from all over Ontario, Quebec and even a couple of teams from the United States attended the tournament which ran from Friday to Sunday evening.

Opening ceremonies were held at the Memorial Arena with Mayor Neil Ellis and Darryl Smith dropping the ceremonial puck to officially kick the tournament off. As a special treat, former Bearcat Jenniffer Courneya sang the national anthem.

Karen Metcalf, president of the Belleville and District Girls Minor Hockey Association, said this year marked the first time the tournament had corporate sponsors, "The Quinte Mall and the Investors Group of Belleville have stepped up this year as sponsors."

The tournament brought well over 1,000 players and not to mention the parents and spouses to the area and Metcalf stated that she received reports from Quinte Mall administration saying that the mall was packed almost all weekend.

Since its inception in the 1970s, the Belleville and District Girls Minor Hockey Association has grown to over 300 players from Novice to Senior levels. Currently they have 15 house league and nine rep teams amongst their divisions.

"It was a very successful tournament with a lot of positive feedback, with many teams promising to return next year. I really got to hand it to Brian Christopher the tournament director, he really took the role to heart and performed an admirable job. Not to mention parks and recreational services, referees and the numerous volunteers that made this weekend possible. I would also like to thank the executives, without their tireless efforts you just can't put on a tournament of this size."

Final results of the tourney were as follows:

Senior BB Belleville defeated Syracuse Warriors 3-2, Atom C Napanee bested Kanata 5-4, Pee Wee B Smith Falls beat out Oshawa 3-2, Midget AA Princeton shutout Kanata 2-0, Senior BB Belleville defeated the Syracuse Warriors 3-2, Bantam A Ottawa Valley beat Etobicoke 1-0, Bantam B Carlton Place got the best of the Belleville Bearcats 1-0, Mid/Int. B Belleville Bearcats bested Nepean 2-1, Senior A Aurora Panthers mauled the Toronto Icebreakers 6-1 and Senior AA Toronto Crush defeated the Ottawa Road Runners 2-1.

